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THIS MONTH’S 
PREACHING SCHEDULE
	Sunday
	Text
	Sermon

	Sept. 4
	Matthew 18.15-20
	Fault-Finding and Forgiveness

	Sept. 11
	Matthew 18.21-35
	Andy Sass Preaching

	Sept. 18
	Matthew 20.1-6
	UMW Sunday

	Sept. 25
	Matthew 21.23-32
	A Road Paved 
with Bad Intentions




Act Now!
Beginning the week of September 18 we will launch a study of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.  (It is the fifth book of the New Testament, right after the four gospels.)  

The study will be divided into four separate sections with each section focusing on a different part of the 
book.  The first section will cover chapters 1-7 and we’ll devote six weeks to that section.  If there is sufficient interest, we will offer both a weekday morning and an evening class.  Watch for signup sheets in the narthex.  


STEWARDSHIP MATERIALS
Other years we’ve sent out our stewardship materials in a separate mailing. This year we are trying to be better stewards of your dollars by including those materials in your monthly newsletter.    Please read the letter carefully (it’s a little different from previous years), complete it, seal it in the enclosed envelope, and either:
bring it to church and place it in with the morning offering, or
mail it to the church office.






OFFICE NOTES
Email addresses:
office@wacoustaumc.org pastor@wacoustaumc.org  youth@wacoustaumc.org, and prayerchain@wacoustaumc.org

Web site: www.wacoustaumc.org


NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Third Monday of each month.


NEW OFFICE STAFF
Cathy Thomas has accepted the position of church office administrator on a permanent basis. Please keep her in your prayers as she continues to learn the ropes. 


ALTAR FLOWERS
Music & Worship invites everyone to share flowers for our Altar-- whether it's a special occasion, or just a bouquet from your garden. We have vases available if you don't want to bring your own.
Contact Carol Orsborn or the church office.






ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS
JULY 2011
			             7/3  	             7/10                 7/17                   7/24                     7/31        	  
			
Attendance:	    	            59	              59                  71		      85	   		          67

General Fund:	 $ 1,676.00	   $1,777.00	     $4,116.00	     $ 5,024.00	      $2,632.00			
	    				
Building Fund:	   $ 200.00	    $ 320.00          $265.00	       $ 225.00	            $240.00		

Needed to be 
current with
budget:		 $3,851.12	  $3,851.12	    $3,851.12	      $3,851.12          $3,851.12	

 

OQM 
(Obscure Question of the Month)

 

August’s OQM:  In which biblical book (there are actually three) does the King James Bible mention the existence of unicorns?

Answer:  The unicorn makes appearances in the following six verses of the King James translation of the Holy Bible:
	Numbers 23.22 and 24.8
	Job 39.9 and 39.10
	Psalm 29.6 and 92.10

September’s OQM:  My Wednesday Winnowers (an informal group that’s been meeting one Wednesday evening each month for an hour to sift through stuff in the church storage room and other places things accumulate) ran across a 1914 drawing of the Andrus Drain.  (If only I had a nickel for every time we’ve needed that in the last half century!)  The Andrus Drain begins behind the church, winds west and south and back east, finally emptying into the Looking Glass over by the Girl Scout camp.  The plot of land on which the church building sets is marked, “M.E. Church.”  (By the way, the same designation is on our original cornerstone.)  Question:  For what does “M.E.” stand?  For extra credit:  When did we stop using it and why?

FROM THE PASTOR:

On the third week of August I spent about three days with nearly 200 other United Methodist pastors.  It was, as you can well imagine, a terrifying ordeal.  We were gathered in East Lansing at the Kellogg Center for the Michigan Area School for Pastoral Ministry.  Because I serve on the Senate[footnoteRef:1] I pretty much had to be there most of the time.  The two keynote speakers were doctors Brian McLaren and J. Clinton McCann.  (Google them if you’re interested.)  They both were intriguing, challenging, and engaging speakers.  And there was a time with each of these men for a Q & A session.   [1:  A fancy term for the planning team.  No one seems to remember anymore just why it’s called a senate.  I suspect it had to do with garnering some modicum of respect for the planners.  Given the congressional debacle of this summer, we kind of shot ourselves in our collective foot on that one.] 


Typically, the bishop drops in for an hour or so.  This year, as Bishop Keaton is recovering from surgery, he was unable to make that appearance.  (Though he is expected to be back to work in September.)  In his place we had the clergy assistant to the bishop, and the Directors of Connectional Ministry from each of the two Michigan Conferences[footnoteRef:2].  They each talked about their visions for the church and then took questions. [2:  Those would be the West Michigan Conference (roughly the west side of the lower peninsula) and the Detroit Conference (the east side of the lower peninsula and all of the U.P.).
] 


You learn things about people when you spend a few days in their company.  Sometimes more things than you want to know.  Especially when you are one of them.  I learned, for instance, that we pastors really enjoy the sound of our own voices.

It is, I suppose, an occupational hazard.  After all, people show up every week at an event at which we typically do a lot of talking.  It’s easy to imagine they show up just for the pleasure of listening to us talk.  We forget that they’re really there to worship:  
to pour out their hearts to God in praise and thanksgiving and heartbreak and confession, and 
to listen for God – around and through and sometimes in spite of our words.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  And Surprise! Surprise! (as Gomer Pyle used to say) sometimes they actually hear God.
4 Isaiah 50.4] 

      
Have you ever listened to a congressional hearing for, say, a recommended Supreme Court Justice?  The President chooses a candidate and the Senate holds a hearing at which they supposedly interview the nominee and accept or reject the President’s nomination.  I imagined an interview to be a matter of asking questions and then listening to the answers.  That’s not always what happens.

More often, it seems, the Senators get a microphone in front of them and take that opportunity to lecture the nominee on what they think the role and purpose of the Supreme Court is and how they think a Supreme Court Justice ought to approach the fulfillment of that role and purpose.  Each Senator seems a lot more interested in what he or she has to tell the nominee than listening to anything the nominee might have to say.

So we have our two keynote speakers, and we have three conference leaders representing the bishop, and we have opportunity with each of these to plumb the depths of their thinking on all manner of topics.  

But we’re preachers.  We love the sound of our own voices.  We imagine that others must find those voices just as fascinating.  One after another of us would stand up, grip the microphone as if it were the very key to the kingdom of heaven, and launch into a question which first needed a context.  The set-up to the question would sometimes run five or ten minutes.  Often, the pastor would have gotten so caught up in his or her own rhetoric that by the time the speech was completed, the question had been forgotten.  The speaker to whom the “question” had been addressed would then be left to make some sort of response to the general topic of a rambling statement that never quite reached a point.  It was painful.  Imagine a root canal in which the dentist used dull words instead of a dull drill.  

That same week I read The Lock Artist, a novel by a Michigan author, Steve Hamilton.  It was the story of a teenaged boy who had not spoken since experiencing a traumatic event at the age of eight – even though there was no physical reason for his lack of speech.  He utters not a single word throughout the whole novel. 

There are monks who take vows of silence, and, more common, monasteries wherein monks do not take an absolute vow, but where social conversation is discouraged or kept to a minimum.  It is seen as a distraction to the monastery’s work of prayer.

I am tempted to view my brother and sister pastors with disdain for their wordiness – until I realize that I am the same!  I differ from the worst of them only by degree.  

I am not ready to take a vow of silence.  (Though I suspect a week or so of it would be a healthy exercise for many of us, lay and clergy alike.)  I am not ready to take a vow of silence, but I think somewhere between speechlessness and speechiness there must lay a middle ground.  A place where we can listen at least as much as we speak.  A place where words are used for the purpose of building up rather than bragging, as bandages rather than bludgeons.

We all at that conference should have shut up long enough to recall the words of Isaiah:[footnoteRef:4] [4: ] 

    The Lord God has given me
        the tongue of a teacher,
    that I may know how to sustain
        the weary with a word.
    Morning by morning he wakens--
        wakens my ear
        to listen as those who are taught.

See you in Church,



Lyle D. Heaton
Parish Pastor




BOOK CLUB
What fun we had at 2 movies this past month!  We saw "Snowflower and the Secret Fan," which was the first book we read as a club about 3 years ago.  It was very different from the book, but we enjoyed it.  And we saw "The Help", which we had read about a year ago.  It was absolutely one of our favorite books, and now one of our favorite movies!  And it stayed true to the book.
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, Sept. 21st at Sheila Dunnigan's home on Riverside Dr.  We will be discussing "Major Pettigrew's Last Stand."  Several of us have read it, and there are probably copies available to borrow.  Our October meeting will be a trip to the Montcalm County "One County, One Book" program in Greenville on Tuesday, October 18.  More info on carpooling to come.
 
Our November meeting will be at Tana Boehm's home on Riverside Dr.  At that meeting we will be discussing "Maisie Dobbs."  Anyone and everyone is invited to join us for meetings or movies!  
Happy reading!  
 ---Jackie Salisbury

UMW 
SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE

Sept. 9-10 	BAKE SALE @ EAGLE FAIR

Sept. 14 	Spring Creek Circle	      12:30 pm
		Hostess: Jackie Salisbury
		Devotions: Joyce Day
   		AUCTION
				
Lansing District Annual Meeting
Eaton Rapids United Methodist Church

*No UMW Meeting*

ADULT FELLOWSHIP: Judy Chamberlin 
Restaurant of Choice





oUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES
 
Monthly Food Collection
Each month the committee decides on a food item to collect and be given to the Grand Ledge Food Bank.

September - canned corn, green & wax beans, carrots
October - canned fruit
November - Holiday Food Basket items - details later

Items can be left in the Narthex.
 
In July, these items were delivered to GLEAP:
9 jars apple juice          2 cans of tuna
2 jars V8I                     2 cans of beans
3 jars cranberry juice   3 cans of corn
1 jar orange juice        2 boxes of pasta
1 jar peach juice
3 cans of cranberry juice
2 jars spaghetti sauce



57 CANS were delivered to GLEAP in August:
Peaches - 33 cans
Pears - 12 cans
Fruit Cocktail - 6 cans
Pineapple - 2 cans
Citrus Salad - 2 cans
Mandarin Oranges - 2 cans
 [image: ]

Lansing City Rescue Mission
    Every month, third Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., 7 volunteers go to the Mission to help serve the evening meal. There is no food preparation or dishes to wash. To volunteer, talk to Dottie Long. (volunteer note: 70 people were served on August 16.)
 
    Special event: The Rescue Mission is celebrating its 100th Anniversary September 17 - 10:00 am-noon. Tour the Mission and ride the shuttle to the Maplewood Center.
Both the Mission and Maplewood will have an Open House, 2-4:00 (pm but no shuttle service then). 

CROP Walk
    The annual Wacousta CROP Walk will be September 25, 1:00 pm starting at Looking Glass Park (the park by the cemetery). We usually walk down Looking Glass Brook and back to the park by way of Riverside Dr. Sometimes there are surprises along the way, like water, brownies, encouraging messages on driveways, bikers and bladers to keep us encouraged and walking. More information will be available soon along with pledge sheets.
    There will also be CROP Walk in Grand Ledge on October 2 if that fits your schedule better. More information soon.
 
Yarn Ministry
If you like to knit or crochet, we can use anything you want to make, like---:wiggies" & chemo hats, prayer shawls, scarves, stocking hats, mittens, lap robes, sweaters, the list goes on & on OR a contribution for yarn is always welcome. Talk to Evelyn Morrow if you have questions.

Threads of Hope – NEW
Quilters can use their talents to make prayer quilts, or quilts for other events, such as a church family baptism or wedding. Making fabric hats for chemo patients is an upcoming project for any sewers.  Talk to Cathy Thomas if interested.
 
These are a few of the Mission opportunities from the Outreach Committee. If you have questions or want to volunteer, talk to any member of the committee.
 
Judy Shilton & Evelyn Morrow, co-chairs                           
Linda Jones       Karen Howe            
Linda Pierce      Dottie Long                                          
Cathy Thomas   Jackie Salisbury
Dottie Feighner

“Striving to be examples of Christ's love through ministry and mission.”




Youth news

Youth Calendar 
September 2011

Sept. 11	YG Kick-off
		Meet at Heritage Park
		6:00 – 8:00 pm

Sept. 18	YG Church
		Come plan and celebrate
		6:00 – 8:00 pm

Sept. 25	Crop Walk
		“We Walk Because They Walk”
		Meet at Looking Glass Valley Park
		1:00 pm (walk starts)

Youth Group Kick-Off
Youth entering 6th grade through 12th grade – Our kick-off this year is at Heritage Park from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Bring your friends and join us as we celebrate the return of Sunday Night Meetings and Hang and Eat Night!

-Dinner
-tennis (bring racquets and tennis balls)
-volleyball (bring your volleyball)
-playground 
-ladder golf
-Frisbee
-group games
-pictures

Attention Youth Who Participate in 4-H

If you would like to display your 4-H projects, please bring them to youth group on September 18th (or you may bring them to the church office prior to that).  We will be making a display of your projects to share with the congregation. Please! No Live Animals! (As much as I loved all your animals =O), we can’t display in the church.)


FROM THE CONGREGATION

THANKS
Whether it was kind words, a card, or a message, we appreciate all of your sentiments on the passing of Chuck's dad.

Thank You,
Chuck & Judy Shilton
[bookmark: _GoBack]
AUCTION
NOBLE ESTATE AUCTION
Friday, September 16 – Sunday, September 18
11:00 am
7280 Clark Road
Pictures at auctionzip.com, ID# 13778
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